The €8 million investment into
broadband networks in the
north-east, which was an-
nounced by the government
last week, will build new
broadband lines in [ive lowns,
even though broadband is al-
ready available there

As reported by The Sunday
Business Post last week, the
government has already in-
vested €120 million i the
broadband networks, but dovs
not know how many customers
are using them.

Last Tuesday, the Minister
for Communications, Noel
Dempsey, announced that the
governmenl was investing a
further £8 mallion in the broad-
band networks — known as mo-
tropolitan arca networks - in
Castleblayney, Clones, Coote-
hill, Bailieborough and Ardee.

The state-backed networks
are alternative broadband net-
works which allow Eir¢om’s
rivals to-offer broadband, with-
out using the former state com-
pany’s network.

The EU Commission and
the government are funding
abouat 90 per cent of the invest-
ment. At a Dail telecommuni-
cations commitiee meeling
garhier this month, Dempsey
said EUl approval for such in-
vestment was given on the con-
dition that it did not duplicate
similar broadband lines.

However, broadband has
been available from Eircom in
Ardee since July 2004, and in
Castleblavney, Cootehill and
Bailichorough since October
2004, In March 2005, Eircom
built broadband lines in
Clones, About three vears ago,
the Ddal telecommunications
commitise recommended thal
the government’s broadband
investment did not duplicate
broadband lines that had heen

Noel Dempsey

aleeady built. Il scems o me |
that nobody did that,” said |

Green Party TD Eamon Ryan
at the committee meeting ear-
lier this month.

This weekend, a spokesman
[or the department said il was
“sutishied there 15 no mnfra-
structure comparable to the
metropolitan area networks”
in the towns targeted. The
spokesman said that, unlike
Eircom’s broadband lines, any
operator could use the povern-
ment-funded networks.

“While detailed plans for the
new networks have been avail-
able for a year or more. no op-
erator has notified us of
comparable infrastrocture in
any of the locations approved
for investment.” said the
spokesman,

The chairman of the Dail
teleoommunications commit-
tee, Noel O'Flynn, said he
wotld be writing to Smart Tele-
com to confirm how many of
its customers cannol receive
the company’s broadband ser-
vice,

According to Smart, 6,500
of 1ts customers cannot avail
of its broadband service bhe-
cause Eircom customers must
change their home phone num-
ber 1o use the service.

*It is nol acceeptable thal de-
luys of this magnitude can be
tolerated in the rollout of
broadband,” said O'Flynn.

New broadband product

Technology firm Azatel will launch a new broadband
product on Tuesday, which it claims will increase
competition in Ircland’s broadband market, writes Lanra

MNaonan.

Azotel said the new product, which provides broadband
aperators with software to bill and track their customers,
would make broadband commercially viable in rural
areas. It said the product would look after the network’s
security, settings and how itx handwidth was distributed.

““We offer everything that an operator needs to set up a
wireless network,”" said John O'Hare, Azotel’s chief
executive, *“The problem is that, at the moment, each
wireless operator that sets up is reinventing the wheel,
With our product, all an operator will need is a single box
which replaces the need for a rack of traditional

cguipment.”™

United ball signed by members of the 2006 squad

By Denise O'Donovan

| Scott Barron, director of Famous Memorabilia with a replica

1969 and is the most exp
the store. Owners John |

The first Irish memorabilia shop,
Famous Memorahilia, opened in Dublin

last week.

Among the items for sale in the shop
on Drury Street is astronant Buzz
Aldrin’s medal from the Apollo 11 space

mission, which costs £150,000.

The artefact, commemorating the
first landing on the moon with Neil
Armstrong, was presented to the
astronzaut by the Mavor of New York in

Barron and Michael Me

given the item by its Bri

| Hamilton Bland and has
return it il it is not sold,

The store is affiliated
company Sportizus, the |
of vintage, contemporar
celebrity memorabilia in

**The next highest-pri
store is a Beatles display
last public concert in 1%
signatures of John, Paul,
Ringo presented individa

Text message compe

By Caitriona Mc Bride

A British company that an-
swurs queries from customers
by sending them 4 text mes-
sage, plans to recrmit 200 peo-
ple in Ireland over the next
twovears. AQA (Any Question
Answered), which was
launched in Ireland last week,
answers 10,000 customer ques-
tions & diy on topics that range
from rail timetables to advice
on fashion,

“We are aiming to answer
LOOO questions a day in the Re-
public, bringing employvment
to 200 home-based rescarchers
throughout Treland.” said Paul
Cockerton, marketing director
of AQA.

Cockerton said the com-
pany chose o expand mlo Ire-
lund because of the popularity
of text messaging in Ireland.

“Treland has a very high text
wsage and although the market
iz smaller than the UK, the fe-
verish texting has not gone un-
noticed,” he sand. Using the

Top five most

asked questioc

1 What's a good chat up
line?

AQA: The world's best
chut up line is: “*Excuse me,
can I have your phone
number? 1 seem to have lost
mine,”"

(12: What's the meaning
of Tife?

AQA: In “The Meaning
of Life’ written by Bradiey
Greive, the answer is
summarised as: **Figure
out what you love and do
[t-"

QF: Why is the sky biue?
AQA: The sky appears:
blue because blue light gets
spread much more than the

AQA service, mobile phone
usars text 37275 to gat any
guestion answered, within
minutes, 24 hours a day. Each
text costy £2. Sinee its lammch

othi
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Liabour Court to rule

The Labour Court is expected
to issue a recommendation
shorthy on a pensions dispute
between the National Union of
Journahsts (NUT) and the Re-

RNAL's defined-benefit pan-
sion scheme for journalists,
which would give emplovess a
guaranteed regular payvment
when they rétire,
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